
Greenland News

Family news: a gift
(Peter) On 16th December there will 
be an ultrasound made of a big gift 
we are getting! Yes indeed, Kathari-
na is pregnant and we hope to wel-
come the little one in June! We are 
very happy and at the same time it 
is an exciting challenge. So many 
questions arise. How do they do that 
here with giving birth? I mean, giving 
birth works the same everywhere – I 
guess – but does that also count for 
the medical provision? It could be 
that Katharina will be send to Nuuk 
for heart scan of the little one. That 
is nothing serious, just a precaution. 
Through the pregnancy our plans for 
next year are not yet clear. Will the 
delivery take place in Holland, Ger-
many or in Greenland? Hopefully not 
somewhere in the air! ;) Joël already 
thought of a nice name for the little 
one: “kadootje” (Dutch for small pre-
sent).
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A cozy evening 
with people from 

bible school

Baking 
cookies together

Dear friends and mission partners,
(Peter) In the weekly bible school we can see how God 
relates to people. It is heartwarming to experience that. 
There are 6-8 participants and we are getting to know 
each other better quickly. That gives more space for 
openness. Recently we heard that during a Sunday 
service someone was healed from back pain after he 
was prayed for. Since years he had not felt so good any 
more. Praise God; I am so happy He does not change.

The beautiful 
side of Tasiilaq

We also notice how people enjoy Gods presence during the bible school. 
During prayer they often sit with open hands, expecting that God will touch 
them. After the prayer is finished they enjoy to keep sitting like this for a 
while. I think that this sensitivity to Gods Spirit comes from the fact that the 
spiritual world has always been recognized in the Greenlandic culture. The 
intuitive lifestyle also enables people to easily experience Gods presence 
and hear Gods voice. One of the participants who just recently became a 
believer, noticed Gods voice during a family visit and started sharing about 
Jesus. After a while she wondered if she had said enough and heard Jesus 
encouraging her to continue. When she finished talking, everyone sensed 
how God filled the whole room with peace and joy!

On the other hand we are seeing and hearing more painful things since we 
started living here. Recently a 14 year old died from using drugs. And there 
are many who get drunk during the weekends. We rather not go shopping 
on Friday or Saturday together with Joël because many stand in the queue 
already drunk. While I am writing this newsletter (it is Thursday afternoon)  
I hear again that someone is throwing up next to our house. Now that 
we are getting to know a small group of people better we also hear more 
personal stories of abuse, alcoholism, suicide and murder.

By now we are weekly meeting Anitse and Gideon to pray together. And we 
experienced God talking to us about going deeper with existing believers. 
That means that it is not yet time for evangelization through healing 

services. So far we have to wait with this idea because 
we are not experiencing Him leading us into this. 

We will first go deeper!
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The big yellow house
(Katharina) We are unfortunately still waiting on the buying process to be completed. 
However we still have in mind how God has spoken about this house and we believe it 
will be a blessing to the people in Tasiilaq. In the meantime we have officially founded the 
institution that will own the house. The board consists of 2 local believers, the pastor from 
Nuuk, 3 members of the short term missionary team and me. Together we concentrate on 
the vision for the house. Ultimately the local believers should live the vision and carry the 
activities in the house. We hope we can do some practical steps in this project next year. 
Could you please pray for this?

Christmas in Greenland
(Katharina) Christmas time is very cozy here in Greenland and celebrated really huge. 
Many of the traditions have been taken over from Denmark. On the first advent big stars 
with bulbs insight are hung up in front of the windows in every house. Together with the 
snow that gives a really cozy atmosphere to the whole village. Different Christmas cookies 
are baked. The real Christmas decoration will only be put out on Christmas itself – the 
Greenlanders love extensive decoration! We have heard that there will even be pine 
branches imported to make advent wreaths and other sprays. The last ship beginning of 
November has also brought Christmas trees that will be sold shortly before Christmas. 
On the first advent a Christmas tree is put up on the main square. This is a spectacle for 
everyone and all children will get sweets from Santa Claus on this occasion. There is also 
a Santa Lucia (singing girls in white robes with candles) procession to all institutions of the 
town. In the Lutheran church there will be Christmas concerts and a handicraft evening is 
organized in the sports hall. One tradition we find somewhat strange is dancing around 
the Christmas tree while singing songs.

You notice that there are many activities here around Christmas. But most people 
don’t know what they are actually celebrating. Together we are looking for ways of 
how to make the meaning of Christmas clear to people. Should we use the existing 
traditions for that or rather bring in something different? With Anitse we want to organize 
a celebration for children. There have also been ideas voiced of having a family afternoon 
around first advent and between Christmas and New Year. 

From Greenland we wish you that the meaning of Christmas will really touch you and that 
you will find ways to express that; for yourself and the people around you. Merry Christmas!

Peter, Katharina and Joël


